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Introduction
This guide outlines the minimum requirements operators of mobile food trucks must satisfy in
order to operate in Manitoba. In particular, this guide will provide operators of mobile food
trucks with the following information:


Definition of relevant terms.



A streamlined path to applications and permits.



An outline of documents or approvals required by the City of Winnipeg (CoW), the
Office of the Fire Commissioner (OFC) and Manitoba Health (MB Health), as well as any
associated fees.



An overview of inspections conducted by the CoW, the OFC and MB Health to ensure
safety.



Provincial and CoW contacts to report safety and health related incidents.



A list of documents referenced in the guide.



Checklists for a quick reference to the operating requirements.



Other supporting documentation.

Note: This guide only outlines the minimum requirements for mobile food truck applications – not for
mobile food carts.
Operators who are operating outside of Winnipeg must contact the local municipality or town to
obtain a list of local requirements.)
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Definition of Terms
Commissary

 A food handling establishment in which food is prepared for
sale, off site, and in which food and related items such as
containers, utensils, equipment and other supplies are stored,
labeled, packaged or cleaned.

Equipment

 Includes stoves, ovens, ranges, hoods, slicers, mixers, meat
blocks, tables, counters, refrigerators, sinks, dishwashing
machines, steam tables and similar items, excluding utensils
used in a food service establishment.

Mobile

 A vehicle or trailer that is readily moveable and does not remain
at the same location for more than 14 days at any one time,
unless otherwise approved by a Public Health Inspector.

Outdoor Mobile Food
Units

 A food service and/or catering operation which is contained in
and operated from a vehicle that is readily movable, is licensed
under The Highway Traffic Act, and may not return to a
commissary daily and in which food such as french fries,
hamburgers, etc. are prepared, processed and sold (i.e. mobile
food truck).

Operator

 Any person who owns the mobile food unit or is in charge of the
unit.

Sources:


Mobile Food Service Establishment Guideline
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Safety Inspections
The OFC, CoW, and MB Health conduct inspections of mobile food trucks to ensure the safe
operation of these units.

Technical Safety
The OFC is mandated to ensure that the gas and electrical equipment installed, altered or
replaced in mobile food trucks are in compliance with The Gas and Oil Burner Regulation and/or
The Electricians Licensing Regulation, and the codes adopted by these Regulations.

Food Safety
MB Health plays an important role in ensuring the safety of all food that is sold and distributed
through mobile food units. MB Health inspects mobile food units on a routine and a complaint
basis to ensure compliance with The Food and Food Handling Establishments Regulation.
Inspections determine if minimum standards and practices are being followed with respect to
general food handling, storage temperatures, sanitation, employee hygiene and equipment or
food contact surface disinfection procedures for the specific type of processes and foods
involved.

Fire Safety
The CoW conducts annual fire safety inspections of mobile food trucks to provide an increased
level of safety to the public by ensuring compliance with The Winnipeg Fire Prevention By-Law.
In particular, these inspections ensure that fire protection systems have been properly
installed, and items such as commercial cooking equipment and fire extinguishers are tested,
inspected and maintained regularly by individuals holding a valid CoW service person license.
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Application Process
Initial Applications
First time operators of mobile food trucks must obtain the following approvals prior to
operating their units:
1. Installation inspection of gas equipment – from the OFC
2. Field approval for electrical installations – from the OFC or an Inspection Body
3. Valid Health permit – from MB Health
Operators must also obtain the following additional approvals if they are operating their units
within Winnipeg:
1. Food Handler Training Certificate (from MB Health)
2. Fire Safety Inspection – from WFPS - Fire Prevention Branch
3. Parking permit – From CoW Parking Authority
Note: Outside of Winnipeg, operators are encouraged to contact the local municipality or town where
they are operating to determine appropriate compliance requirements.

Subsequent Permits and Applications
Mobile food trucks require new parking permits every year. Operators may also need to obtain
additional gas or electrical permits if the equipment in the truck is being altered, replaced or if
new equipment is being added.
Table 1 – Conditions for Subsequent Applications
Requirements

Conditions

Installation approval for gas equipment

If any gas equipment is altered, replaced or added in
the unit.

Field approval for electrical installations

If any electrical installation is altered in the unit.

Health Permit to operate

Annual

Food Handler Training Certificate

Valid for 5 years

Fire Safety Inspection

Annual

Parking permit

Annual
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Provincial Requirements
Installation of Gas Burning Equipment
Installation approval is required to ensure that gas burning equipment found in mobile food
trucks is installed, altered or replaced in accordance with the regulatory requirements and is
safe for use. The OFC provides approval to install gas burning equipment by issuing a gas permit
to licensed gas fitters. An inspection of final installation is conducted once completed by the gas
fitter.
The licensed gas fitter will also be required to submit a Gas Piping Pressure Test Report for
Mobile Food Trucks at the time of inspection by the OFC.
Upon passing the installation inspection, an inspection report, and a letter of approval will be
issued to the owner identifying the equipment that was inspected and approved at the time of
inspection.
Note: Only licensed gas fitters are allowed to do any regulated work to gas burning equipment.

Installation of Electrical Equipment
Field approvals for electrical installations are required to ensure the installations are done in
accordance with the code requirements and are safe for use. Operators may choose to obtain
this field approval service from the OFC or an Inspection Body. If you are unsure if the electrical
company is an Inspection Body recognized by the OFC, please call the Office of the Fire
Commissioner at (204)945-3373.
When the electrical installation passes inspection, a label will be applied to the unit indicating
the inspection has passed. This label will be applied by the Agency approving the electrical
installation.
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Table 2 – Application Process for Gas and Electrical Installations
1. Complete the Application for Field Approval and Inspection of Mobile Food Trucks and
submit with the appropriate fees to:
Office of the Fire Commissioner
Inspection and Technical Services
508-401 York Avenue
Winnipeg Manitoba Canada R3C 0P8
Telephone: (204) 945-3373
Fax: (204) 948-2089
Toll Free: 1-800-282-8069
Email: firecomm@gov.mb.ca

The following documents are to be included in your application:
Gas Permit

Field Approval for Electrical Installations

 Floor plan
 Installation manuals/instructions

 Floor plan
 Wiring plans for electrical installations

2. Once your application has been submitted and you have been provided a permit/file
number, you can begin work on the gas and/or electrical equipment installation. When
your licensed gas fitter and/or electrician have completed their work, you can contact
central booking at (204) 945-3373 to book your inspection.
3. If there are deficiencies as a result of the inspection, the inspector(s) will provide an
inspection report and/or Orders to Remedy identifying specific non-compliance issues.
4. If there are no deficiencies as a result of the inspection, the inspector will provide a
 A final inspection report;
 A letter indicating that all gas equipment have been installed in accordance with the
Gas and Oil Burner Regulation; and/or
 An OFC Field Approval Label that can be placed on the equipment’s rating plate for
electrical installations.
Note: You are not required to obtain an electrical field approval through the OFC. A list of acceptable
third party agencies can be found in the appendices.

MB Health Permit
Operators of mobile food trucks must have their units registered annually with MB Health.
Registration is required only initially, but permits to operate are issued annually
This application addresses the following items:
1. Construction

7. Ventilation

2. Food supplies

8. Water and wastewater equipment

3. Food storage

and supply

4. Food preparation

9. Food handler training certificate (see

5. Personnel

section below for more information)

6. Equipment and utensils
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For more information, see the Mobile Food Service Establishment Guideline published by MB
Health and follow the steps indicated in Table 3 to obtain a health permit.
Table 3 – Health Permit Initial Application Process
1. Contact MB Health to obtain the following forms:
 Registration Form/Permit Application
2. Submit completed forms to MB Health with the following documents:
 Detailed plan showing equipment layout
 Plumbing system
 Material finishes for floor/wall/ceiling
 List of food processing equipment
 List of all hot and cold food storage and holding equipment
 Hand washing and ware washing facilities
 Proposed menu
 Address of commissary
3. Contact the local Public Health Inspector to arrange for a permitting inspection at least 10
working days prior to operation.
4. If there are no deficiencies as a result of the inspection, the Public Health Inspector will issue
a health permit.
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City of Winnipeg Requirements
Mobile food trucks operating in the CoW must ensure they obtain a Fire Safety Inspection and a
mobile food vendor parking permit. Additionally, a Food Handler Training Certificate is
required.

Food Handler Training Certificate
When operating within Winnipeg, a food handling certificate is required. This certificate helps
ensure that operators have knowledge in food microbiology, food borne illness, health and
hygiene, serving and dispensing, food protection, receiving and storage, cleaning and
sanitation. Operators may obtain this certificate by taking the training program with MB
Health or any approved contractor. This certificate is valid for five years. Please visit the MB
Health website for more information about the training program.
A food handler’s certificate is still recommended when operating outside Winnipeg, so it is
recommended to check with the local authority to determine if they also require this
certificate.

Fire Safety Inspection
Fire safety inspections are required for mobile food trucks and fire safety label is issued after an
inspection by the CoW. These labels are only valid for one year and must be renewed annually.
For more information on the fire safety inspection, please visit the CoW website.

Mobile Vendor Parking Permit
Mobile vendor parking permits are required for mobile food truck operators wanting to operate
within Winnipeg. These permits allow mobile food trucks to park on any Winnipeg street.
These permits are valid for only the vehicle it is issued to, and permits the operation of the food
truck between 9am to 3pm only, Mondays through Saturdays.
There are three types of parking permits available based on the area demand. For more
information on the type of permits, please visit the CoW website.
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Table 4 – Mobile Vendor Parking Permit Process
1. Contact the CoW to obtain the following forms:
 Mobile Vendor Permit Application
 Support Vehicle Permit Application
 Declaration Form (for operators who are not registered as owner of the vehicle)
 Application fee shown in Table 5
2. Submit completed forms to the CoW with the following documents:
 Valid driver’s license
 Valid Manitoba Public Insurance vehicle registration
3. If there are no deficiencies in the application, the CoW will issue a parking permit.
Note: Operators who operate their food trucks outside of Winnipeg are encouraged to contact the
municipality or town where they plan to operate as the same of type permit may also be required in that
area.
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Fees
The following fees are required for each application process.
Table 5 - Fees
Requirements

Organization

Fees
Basic charge of $60 plus an additional charge per piece of
equipment (based on BTUH rating):

Gas Permit

OFC

0 – 80,000 BTUH

$15

80,0001 – 400,000 BTUH

$50

401,000 – 3,000,000 BTUH

$140

Field Approval of
Electrical
Installations

OFC

$215

Inspection Body

Please check with the agency for pricing.

Health Permit

MB Health

No fee.

Food Handler
Training
Certificate

MB Health/
Private
Contractor

Visit MB Health website for more information on course dates
and fees

Fire Safety
Inspection

CoW

$150
Seasonal rate from April 1 - October 31 (no prorating/refunds)
 High Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle under 22ft): $1,706 +
GST
 High Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle over 22ft): $3,386 + GST
 Low Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle under 22ft): $866 + GST
 Low Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle over 22ft): $1,706 + GST
 Non-Metered Area Permit: $306 + GST

Parking Permit

CoW

Seasonal rate from November 1 – March 31 (no
prorating/refunds)
 High Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle under 22ft): $1,346 +
GST
 High Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle over 22ft): $2666 + GST
 Low Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle under 22ft): $686 + GST
 Low Demand Zone Permit (Vehicle over 22ft): $1346 + GST
 Non-Metered Area Permit: $226 + GST
Note: If multiple gas or electrical inspections are required, additional inspection fees may apply.
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Contacts to Report Incidents
Emergency Incidents
Call 9-1-1 immediately
Non-Emergency Incidents
Contact:
1. Office of the Fire Commissioner
508-401 York Avenue
Winnipeg MB R3C 0P8
Telephone: (204) 945-3322
Fax: (204) 948-2089
Toll Free: 1-800-282-8069
Email: firecomm@gov.mb.ca
2. Manitoba Health
Health Protection Unit
Telephone: (204) 945-4204
3. City of Winnipeg (for units operating within Winnipeg)
Fire Prevention Branch
2nd Floor - 185 King Street
Winnipeg MB R3B 1J1
Telephone: 3-1-1
Telephone: (204) 986-8200
Email: FPS-fp-Inspections@winnipeg.ca
4. Local municipality or town (for units operating outside of Winnipeg)
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Reference Documents
1. Food and Food Handling Establishments Regulation
2. Food Service Establishment By-law
3. Mobile Food Service Establishment Guideline
4. The Electricians’ Licence Act
5. The Gas and Oil Burner Act
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Checklists
The checklists below provide a quick reference guide to first time operators regarding
requirements for mobile food trucks, as well as questions that an operator must answer to
determine if a subsequent application is needed for a specific requirement.
Initial Application Checklist
Requirements

Steps

1.

Installation Approval for Gas
Equipment

Obtain from the OFC

2.

Field Approval for Electrical
Installations

Obtain from the OFC or other Inspection Body

3.

Health Permit

Obtain from MB Health

4.

Food Handler Training
Certificate

Obtain from MB Health

5.

Fire Safety Inspection

Obtain from WFPS – Fire Prevention Branch

6.

Parking Permit

Obtain from CoW
Subsequent Application Checklist

Requirements

Questions

Installation
Approval for
Gas Equipment

Do you need to alter, replace
or add any gas equipment in
the food truck?

Field Approval
for Electrical
Installations

Do you need to alter or add
any electrical installations in
the food truck?

Health Permit

Did your Mobile Food vendor
Health Permit expire ?

Food Handling
Certificate

Did your food handler training
certificate expire?

Parking Permit

Did your mobile food vendor
parking permit expire?

Fire Safety
Inspection

Answers

Did your Fire Safety Inspection
label Expire?
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Steps

Yes

Submit an application with the OFC.

No

No action required.

Yes

Submit an application with the OFC or
contact an Inspection Body.

No

No action required.

Yes

Renew your mobile food vendor permit
from MB Health.

No

No action required.

Yes

Contact MB Health for further training.

No

No action required.

Yes

Obtain a Parking Permit from the CoW
if operating within Winnipeg.

No

No action required.

Yes

Contact WFPS – Fire Prevention Branch
to arrange for a Fire Safety Inspection

No

No action required.

Appendix A
The following forms are found in this appendix:

 Application for Field Approval and Inspection of Mobile Food Trucks
 Gas Piping Pressure Test Report for Mobile Food Trucks
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Office of the Fire Commissioner

Application for Field Approval and
Inspection of Mobile Food Trucks

Inspection and Technical Services
508-401 York Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R3C 0P8
Phone: (204) 945-3373
Fax: (204) 948-2309

The Gas and Oil Burner Act
The Electricians’ Licence Act

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
DATE RECEIVED (YYYY/MM/DD)
FILE #

RECEIVED BY

GAS PERMIT #

FEE SUBMITTED

$

I.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

APPLICANT NAME
STREET ADDRESS
CONTACT NUMBER

CITY, PROVINCE

POSTAL CODE

CITY, PROVINCE

POSTAL CODE

EMAIL

MAILING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM STREET ADDRESS)

FIELD APPROVAL OF ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS
II.

GAS EQUIPMENT INSTALLED

BUSINESS INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

LEGAL OWNER OF BUSINESS (OWNER OR COMPANY APPLYING FOR FIELD APPROVAL)
LICENSE PLATE NO.

ON SITE CONTACT PERSON (NAME AND PHONE NUMBER)

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NO. (VIN)

BUSINESS ADDRESS
III.

(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

CITY, PROVINCE

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

POSTAL CODE

(CHECK ALL REQUIREMENTS THAT ARE INCLUDED WITH THIS APPLICATION)

ANY INSTALLATION, OPERATING AND/OR COMPONENT MANUALS (gas and/or electrical installations)
WIRING PLANS FOR ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS (electrical installations)
FLOOR PLAN OR OVERALL ASSEMBLE DRAWING (gas and/or electrical installations)
IV.

ELECTRICAL COMPONENT INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

ELECTRICIAN NAME

ELECTRICIAN LICENCE NO.

ELECTRICIAN CONTACT NUMBER

EMAIL

ADDRESS

CITY, PROVINCE

POSTAL CODE

ITEMS FOR INSPECTION
LIST WIRING/CONTROL PANEL AND HARDWIRED APPLIANCES ONLY

DESCRIPTION OF
EQUIPMENT

NO.OF
UNITS

MODEL NO.

V

PHASES

AMPS

MANUFACTURER
NAME AND CONTACT INFO

This information is collected under the authority of The Gas and Oil Burner Act and The Electricians’ Licence Act to be used for inspection purposes. Your personal
information is protected by The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. For more information, contact the Office of the Fire Commissioner.
Revised: March 2017

V.

GAS EQUIPMENT INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

GAS FITTER NAME

GAS FITTER LICENCE NO.

GAS FITTER CONTACT NUMBER

EMAIL

ADDRESS

CITY, PROVINCE

POSTAL CODE

ITEMS FOR INSPECTION
DESCRIPTION OF
EQUIPMENT

VI.

NO.OF
UNITS

FIRING RATE
IN BTU

MANUFACTURER

MODEL NO.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

APPROVED
BY

(PLEASE PRINT)

PREFERRED INSPECTION DATE (YYYY/MM/DD)

INSPECTION ADDRESS

COMMENTS
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VII.

DECLARATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

I declare that the information provided on this application is complete and accurate. I acknowledge that I am responsible for managing
compliance of all gas/electrical work performed. I have confirmed that the electrician/gas fitter named on this application is employed or
contracted by me to fulfill the responsibilities of an electrician/gas fitter under The Gas and Oil Burner Act or The Electricians’ Licence
Act. I have further confirmed that the electrician/gas fitter holds a valid Manitoba electrical/gas fitter licence.
APPLICANT SIGNATURE

DATE (YYYY/MM/DD)

Fee and payment information:
Gas:
The permit fee for the installation of gas burning equipment is $60 plus a charge based on the capacity of the gas burning equipment
(see fee schedule below). Gas permit fees are payable at the time of application. Re-inspection fees may apply. For information
regarding gas permit fees, please refer to The Gas and Oil Burner Regulation.

Fee Schedule for Gas Burning Equipment
0 – 80,000 BTU
80,001 – 400,000 BTU
400,001 – 3,000,000 BTU

$15.00
$50.00
$140.00

Electrical:
The field approval fee for the inspection of electrical equipment is $215.00. This fee is payable at the time of application. Re-inspection
fees may apply. For information regarding field approval for electrical components, please refer to The Electricians’ Licensing
Regulation.

Payment methods are as follows:
• Cash/Debit (In person only)
•
•

Cheque/money order made payable to the Minister of Finance (In person or by mail)
Credit Card (In person or by mail by completing a credit card authorization form***)
*** Please note that industry standards for payment card data security prevent the use of credit card information sent via email or fax.
Credit card authorization forms received by these methods will not be processed.

This information is collected under the authority of The Gas and Oil Burner Act and The Electricians’ Licence Act to be used for inspection purposes. Your personal
information is protected by The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. For more information, contact the Office of the Fire Commissioner.
Revised: March 2017

Gas Piping Pressure Test Report For
Mobile Food Trucks

Office of the Fire Commissioner
Inspection and Technical Services
508-401 York Avenue
Winnipeg Manitoba Canada R3C 0P8
Phone: (204) 945-3373
Fax: (204) 948-2309

The Gas and Oil Burner Act
ITSM Form 23

This form must be completed for piping installations, alterations, or repairs prior to final inspection of all outdoor mobile food service units using propane.
Pressure testing involving concealed piping must be witnessed by the gas fitter. All pressure tests shall be completed as per CSA 149.1 and CSA
B149.2 procedures.
I.
DATE

APPLICANT INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)
GAS PERMIT NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE)

VIN #

LOCATION OF TEST
OWNERS/MANUFACTURE’S NAME

II.

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

TEST AND EQUIPMENT INFORMATION

REASON FOR TEST

NEW PIPING

REPAIR

(PLEASE PRINT)
ADDITIONAL PIPING**

OTHER (Please list): ____________________________)

** The piping tested must be identified on site**
PRESSURE TEST START TIME

PRESSURE TEST STOP TIME

PRESSURE TEST DURATION

PRESSURE AT START OF TEST

PRESSURE AT END OF TEST

TEST MEDIUM USED

PRESSURE GAUGE USED

LEAK DETECTION USED:

ELECTRONIC DETECTOR

LENGTH OF PIPING

SYSTEM WORKING PRESSURE

III.

SOAP SOLUTION
TYPE OF PIPING TESTED

GAS FITTER INFORMATION

(PLEASE PRINT)

FITTER’S NAME

LICENSE NUMBER

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

COMPANY

QUALITY ASSURANCE NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE)

WITNESS

WITNESS PHONE NUMBER

IV.

DECLARATION

(Please read carefully and sign)

I, _________________________________with License # ______________________________declare that the information on this affidavit is accurate.
(Name of Licensed Gas Fitter)
(Print Gas Fitter License #)
Having completed the pressure test, I do also declare that the said system is gas tight. No accessory, component, or appliance was tested above its
maximum working pressure. Any accessory, component, or appliance with a pressure rating lower than the maximum test pressure was removed prior to
the start of testing. Removed accessories, components, or appliances have been correctly reinstalled and pressure tested. All pressure testing was
completed as outlined by the most current copy of the CSA B149.1 Natural Gas and Propane Installation Code.
SIGNATURE OF GAS FITTER

DATE (YYYY/MM/DD)
INSPECTION AND TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICE USE ONLY

DATE RECEIVED (YYYY/MM/DD)

RECEIVED BY

SIGNATURE

This information is collected under the authority of The Gas and Oil Burner Act to be used for inspection purposes. Your personal information is protected by The Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have questions about the collection of information, contact Inspections and Technical Services.
Revised: April 2017

