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Our Mission   

    

  To enhance the delivery of Search & Rescue 

efforts in Manitoba through the promotion of 

inter-agency cooperation, inter-operability, and 

the coordinated development and delivery of a 

seamless and comprehensive Provincial Search 

& Rescue Program. 
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History ï GSAR in Manitoba 

SARMAN 
Å 1988 ï RCMP, Office of the 

Fire Commissioner and 

Manitoba EMO enter 

agreement to develop a 

Volunteer Search & Rescue 

Network using existing mutual 

aid network 

Å OFC to develop, train and 

maintain volunteer network 

Å SARMAN is born 

Å RCMP - Hasty Team 

Å OFC - Hasty Team 

Å Parks Canada ï Hasty Team 
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Mutual Aid & Training Districts 
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SARMAN Partners 

ÅRCMP ï D Division 

ÅWinnipeg Police Service 

ÅDakota Ojibway Police 
Service 

ÅBrandon Police Service 

ÅSmall communities Police 
Chief Association of MB 

ÅParks Canada 

ÅCanadian Rangers 

ÅDND ï Domestic Ops  

ÅCanadian Coast Guard 

ÅCCG ï Auxiliary 

ÅManitoba Office of the 
Fire Commissioner 

ÅManitoba Emergency 
Measures 

ÅCivil Air Search & Rescue 

ÅSARMAN - Volunteers 

 



 Manitoba GSAR Picture  

 
ÅOFC and Policing 

authorities operate under 

an  MOU regarding 

GSAR operations 

ïLogistical & Technical 

support to Search 

Operations 

ïTraining program 

development and delivery  

ïDevelopment, maintenance 

and support of the 

Provincial Volunteer SAR 

network 
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 Manitoba GSAR Picture 
Å Lost or missing persons in 

Manitoba is the responsibility of 
the Policing authority having 
jurisdiction.  

 

Å OFC mandated to support and 
coordinate on behalf of the 
Province. 

 

Å There are 21 Volunteer SAR 
Teams located throughout the 
Province.  

 

Å 550 SARMAN Members. 

 

Å Winnipeg Police Service ï Hasty 
Team and Volunteer Winnipeg 
SAR capacity. 
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Education & Training 
ÅStd. First Aid/CPR 

ÅICS 100/200 

ÅGSAR Basic  

ÅGSAR Team Leader 

ÅGSAR Search 
Management 

ÅGSAR Winter Survival 

ÅTechnical Rescue 
ïLow angle 

ïWater rescue  

ïPatient packaging 

ÅWilderness Medic 
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GSAR - Basic Training 

Å20 hrs - theory & practical 

exercise 

ÅNavigation ï map, 

compass & GPS 

ÅSAR roles & 

responsibilities 

ÅSearcher preparedness 

ïReady packs 

ÅPersonal safety and 

survival skills 
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GSAR ï Team Leader 

ÅTeam Leader 

responsibilities 

ÅAdvanced Navigation, 

Personal Safety & 

Survival Skills 

ÅNight Searching &  

Navigation 

ÅHelicopter safety & 

operations 
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Search Manager 

Å40 hrs ï Policing & SAR 

authorities 

ÅAdvanced Search 

Management Planning 

ÅAnalyzing Search Data 

ÅApplying Search 

Resources 

ÅNavigation Review 

ÅTable Top Exercises  
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Winter Survival  

ÅWinter survival skills 

ÅPatient packaging for 

winter operations 

ÅRope rescue 

ÅChainsaw safety 

ÅNavigation ï refresher 

ÅTeam building 

exercises 
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 K-9 SAR Program 

ÅCliff Samson 

ïDevelopment & 

Delivery 

ïRCMP Level I & II 

ÅPartnerships 

ïRCMP 

ïBPS 

ïDOPS 

ïConservation 

ïWPS 

ïVolunteers 
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 Kï9 SAR program  
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Volunteer SAR Team  

Training Exercises 

ÅRegular team training 

exercises initiated locally 

 

ÅMap, compass & GPS 

refresher 

 

ÅField exercises  

 

ÅFriendly skills competition 
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Summer SAR Exercises 

ÅPromote inter-agency 
cooperation 
ïCoast Guard 

(auxiliary) 

ïDND 435 

ïGSAR 

ÅProvide opportunity 
for SAR members to 
Network 

ÅExercise under the 
Incident Command 
System 
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Summer SAR Exercises 

ÅHelicopter safety training 

for volunteers 

 

ÅPromote night time 

search and survival skills 

 

ÅProvide opportunity to 

refresh valuable SAR 

skills 

 

 

 

 



             OFFICE OF THE FIRE COMMISSIONER 

Provincial - SAR-EX 
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Winter Survival Exercise 

ÅOFC mobile camp 
deployment exercise 

ÅIntegration of USAR and 
GSAR members 

ÅWinter survival training 
for new members 

ÅATV and off-road vehicle 
training 

ÅInter -Agency operability 
and networking 
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Typical Callout Procedure 

ÅRCMP detachment contacts D Division Headquarters for 
assistance 

ÅRCMP D Division advises the OFC of the situation  

 (Who, What, Where & Why) 

ÅOFC resources are mobilized 

ÅCASARA resources are mobilized 

ÅThree closest volunteer SAR teams to the incident are 
mobilized 

ÅScene assessment completed prior to further resource 
mobilization 



             OFFICE OF THE FIRE COMMISSIONER 

Resources to Support  

SAR Operations 

ÅMobile Command Post 

ÅLogistical Support Units 

ÅOff-road Vehicles  

ÅWater & Ice Rescue 

ÅCommunications 

ÅCompasses and GPS 

Units 

ÅSAR Management 

software and computers 

ÅSatellite internet capacity 



Resources to Support SAR 

Operations 

ÅFire Departments 

ïZodiacs, argos 

ïRescue units 

ïATV/snowmobiles 

ÅManitoba Hydro 

ïFlex tracks 
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Richer - 1995 
ÅOverdue Deer hunter  

ÅNot dressed or prepared 
for Wx  

ÅOvernight lows of -25C  

ÅTamarack & Black 
Spruce swamp 

ÅBeginning of joint RCMP, 
OFC and trained SAR 
volunteer operations in 
Eastern Manitoba 

ÅIntroduction of GPS 
technology to SAR 
operations 
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Mallard - 2000 
ÅLost / Missing 8 yr old 

boy 

ÅRemote ï swampy area ï 
poor access 

ÅOverwhelmed by 
volunteer support  

ÅStrong & effective 
Incident Command 
System required 

ÅInter-agency operability 
and cooperation - 
paramount 

 

Office of theFire Commissioner

Marcus 

McKay
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Resources Utilized 

ÅRCMP 

ÅOFC 

Å17 Trained SAR Teams 

ÅRHA 

ÅProvincial Mental Health 

ÅParks Canada 

ÅSalvation Army 

ÅRed Cross 

ÅWaterhen Ambulance 

ÅManitoba Hydro 

ÅDepartment of Highways 

ÅDepartment of Conservation 

ÅCanadian Armed Forces 

ÅCASARA 

ÅHelicopter (2) 

ÅVolunteers from 55 

Communities 

ÅMEMO 

ÅDepartment of Northern Affairs 
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Hadashville - 2010 
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